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THE  ORIENTAL  CARPET  MANUFACTURERS, LTD- 


Copyright. 
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THE  ORIENTAL  CARPET 
MANUFACTURERS,  Ltd. 


(Capital  -  -  -  £400,000) 


0  0  0  0 


Comprising  the  following  Firms: 


P*  de  Andria  &  Co. 

/  ^ 

Smyrna  -  Estd.  i836 

G.  P.  &  J.  Baker,  Limited  ' 

(Carpet  Branch) 

London  -  ,,  i878 

Habif  &  Polako 

Smyrna  -  „  1840 

Sydney  La  Fontaine 

Smyrna  -  „  1880 

T.  A.  Spartali  &  Co.  - 

Smyrna  -  „  1842 

Sykes  &  Co. 

*  * 

Smyrna  „  1902 

<y 

V 

0  0 

0  0 

Head  House : 

cS 

Smyrna 

*  ,  *  ,  Asia  Minor. 

0  0 

0  0 

i  i 
/  j 

A 

Branch 

Houses : 

W 

4 

London 

/  / 

'  3  to  9,  Warwick  Square,  and 

4a,  Newgate  Street,  E.C. 

w\ 

Paris 

✓  * 

5,  Rue  Gretry. 

CJ 

Constantinople 

✓  / 

-  Gulbenkian  Han. 

Cairo 

✓  * 

-  Place  Soliman  Pacha. 

u 

Alexandria  ' 

*  ' 

.  11,  Rue  Rosette. 

Jy 

New  York  - 

*  * 

160,  Fifth  Avenue. 

And  Agencies  throughout  the  East. 


RIENTAL  Carpets  are  known  to  have 
been  in  use  from  very  ancient  timest  and 
to-day  they  are  more  in  demand  than 
ever  0  The  reasons  for  this  are  not  far 
to  seek  0  Their  well-known  durability,  caused  by  the 
excellence  of  the  wools  and  dyes  used  in  their 
manufacture,  the  infinite  variety  of  designs,  the  rich¬ 
ness  and  delicacy  of  their  colourings,  and  their  well- 
known  comfort,  are  a  few,  amongst  many,  of  their 
qualifications,  00000000 

Carpets  have,  apparently,  been  used  in  Persia 
from  the  earliest  times,  though  the  manufacture  does 
not  seem  to  have  reached  any  importance  till  the 
Parthians  conquered  the  country,  A,D,  226,  and 
brought  with  them  the  art  of  weaving  fine  carpets. 

Specimens  could  not  be  expected  to  have  lasted  as 
long  as  two  thousand  years,  and  consequently  the 
designs  of  these  earlier  carpets  must  be  a  matter  of 
surmise— probably  they  were 
like  the  modern  Caucasus 
designs  at  first,  and  later 
would  be  effected  by  the 
Greek  conquest,  000 

URING  the  third 

and  succeeding 
centuries,  many 
of  the  carpets 
used  on  State  occasions  were 
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Mosque  of  San  Sophia,  Constantinople. 


;N 

«  /  V  _ 

decorated  with  miniatures  of 
celebrities  woven  in  the  body 
of  the  carpet,  and  descriptions 
of  some  of  these  are  extant 
in  Oriental  writings,  which 
show  that  the  materials  used 
were  as  varied  as  they  are 
to-day,  and  that  both  pile  and 
tapestry  weaving  were  practised 
by  the  earliest  manufacturers*  0  0  0  0  0 

The  oldest  known  representation  of  a  carpet 
is  to  be  seen  on  a  silver  bowl  belonging  to  a 
Russian  noble*  00000000 

HEN  Persia  was  overrun  by  the  Arabs, 
A,D*  637,  amongst  other  booty  they 

took  a  wonderful  carpet  from  the  King's 
Palace  0  It  is  recorded  that  it  was  made 
of  the  richest  materials— silk,  gold  and  precious  stones 
—and  represented  a 
garden  laid  out  in 
gorgeous  flower-* 
beds,  intersected  by 
paths  and  brooks* 

It  was  valued  at 
£155,000,  and  was 
divided  among  the 
leading  victors,  the 
piece  gained  by  All, 
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O.  C,  M.  Warehouse,  Smyrna,  showing  goods  arriving 
from  the  interior. 


the  prophets  son  ^  in-law, 
being  worth  about  £10,000, 

The  province  of  Fars 
was  during  the  Caliphate  the 
centre  of  the  carpet  industry 
in  Persiat  and  very  beautiful 
carpets  were  made  there* 

Other  towns  were  noted  for 
their  carpets,  and  one  writer 
records  that,  whilst  visiting 
Tun  in  the  province  of  Khorassan,  in  A,D.  1047, 
he  learnt  that  400  looms  were  at  work*  0  0  0 

HE  adverse  influence  of  the  Mongolian 
invasion  about  1260  was  not  strong 
enough  to  destroy  Persian  art,  which 
continued  to  flourish  0  The  figures  of 
animals  were  introduced  into  designs  early  in  the 

14th  century,  and  narrow  borders 
were  usual  in  old  carpets  0  Several 
specimens  of  carpets  of  this  period 
exist,  and  are  amongst  the  earliest, 
but  scarcely  any  examples  remain 
of  carpets  of  the  15th  century, 
though  descriptions  of  them  are 
found  in  contemporary  writings,  and 
also  reproductions  are  shown  on 
miniatures  and  pictures  of  the  period. 
These  are  chiefly  of  Turcoman 
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The  Queen  of  Weavers. 


View  of  Stamboul. 


origin,  with  bright,  strong  colouring, 
and  geometrical  design,  although 
many  contain  representations  of 
animals,  trees,  &c.  0  Asia  Minor 
too  seems  to  have  been  a  flourishing 
centre  of  the  industry  during  this 
century.  0  0  0  0  0  0 


ERSIAN  art  achieved  its  greatest  develop¬ 
ment  under  Shah  Tahmash  L  (15244576), 
and  it  was  in  his  reign  (1539)  that  the 
famous  Ardebil  Carpet  was  made  which 
is  now  in  the  Victoria  and  Albert  Museum  0  It  is 
one  of  the  largest  and  best  in  existence  of  this 
period.  It  measures  32  ft.  X  16  ft.  and  contains  about 
33,000,000  knots. 

About  the  middle  of  the  16th  century,  during 

the  reign  of  Shah  Abbas,  the  finest  carpets  were 

made,  and  thousands  of  those  made  at  Herat 

were  exported  to  Europe,  Turkey  and  India  0 

The  industrv  continued  in  Herat  till  1731,  when 

#  ' 

the  district  was  devastated  by  Nadir  Shah,  and 
the  weavers  transplanted  to  Western  Persia  and 
Turkey.  000000000 

ANY  specimens 
of  carpets 
woven  in  silk 
with  gold  and 
silver  embroidery  are  known 
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View  of  Stamboul  from  the  Golden  Horn. 
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to  exist  0  These  were  made  in 
Persia  during  the  17th  century, 
and  were  often  sent  as  presents 
from  the  reigning  Shah  to  varh 
ous  Princes  of  Europe  0  The 
oldest  of  these  is  believed  to  be 
the  one  in  the  Imperial  Museum 
in  Constantinople,  though  by 
some  authorities  it  is  considered 
to  belong  to  the  15th  century. 


Weavers  at  Work. 


IRMAN  Carpets  have  been  noted  since 
J  600.  0  The  industry  declined  at  one  time, 
but  has  recently  revived,  as  the  wools 
of  this  district  have  always  been  noted, 
and  the  weavers  are  amongst  the  best  in  Persia*  0 

T  was  not  until  the  Capture  of  Com 
stantinople  that  the  Turks  turned  their 
attention  to  the  manufacture  of  carpets 

_ as  a  national  industry.  From  that  time 

they  began  to  make  and  export  quantities  of  rugs 
and  carpets  to  all  parts  of  Europe  0  There  is  no  doubt, 

however,  that  carpets  had 
been  made  throughout 
Asia  Minor  long  before 
this,  and  were  of  great 
excellence  and  beauty,  as 
Marco  Polo,  the  famous 
traveller  of  the  13th 


44  Young  Turk”  Carpet  Weavers. 
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century,  states  that  in  Asia  Minor  “they  weave  the 
finest  and  handsomest  carpets  in  the  world/'  0  0 

MONGST  the  oldest  Turkey  Carpets  are 
the  many  beautiful  examples  to  be 
found  in  the  Ala-Al-Hin's  Mosque  at 
Koniaht  some  of  which  are  said  to  be 
age  of  the  Mosque  0  It  was  finished  in 
♦  00000000 

Ouchak  has  long  been  one  of  the  chief  centres 
of  the  Turkey  Carpet  Industry ♦  0  In  Constantinople 
to-day  there  exists  in  a  Mosque  a  fine  collection  of 
14  Ouchak  carpets  which  date  back  to  1570,  when 
the  Mosque  was  built*  000000 

IV AS  and  many  other  towns  are  also 
known  to  have  been  famous  for  their 
woollen  materials,  but  there  are  not  many 
early  specimens  of  their  weaving  in 

existence,  owing  to  the  con¬ 
stant  raids  of  Kurds  and 
other  barbarous  tribes  who 
usually  destroyed  all  articles 
for  which  they  had  no  use* 

Indian  Carpets  have 
been  known  for  generations, 
and  their  manufacture  still 
forms  a  most  important 
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O.  C.  M.  Showroom,  4a  Newgate  Street. 


industry  0  The  greatest  numbers  are  woven  in  and 
around  Mirzapore  and  the  majority  of  them  are 
shipped  to  England  0  They  are  about  the  cheapest 
woollen  carpets  woven  in  the  East.  0000 


F  the  three  countries  referred  to,  which 
chiefly  contribute  to-day  to  the  world's 
supply  of  Oriental  Carpets,  Asia  Minor 
is  the  most  important  0  The  majority  of 
the  inhabitants  of  over  thirty  towns  in  that  country 
are  actively  engaged  in  their  manufacture  0  “  Turkey tf 
Carpets,  which  are  all  hand-knotted,  are  woven  almost 
entirely  by  women  and  girls,  who  begin  to  learn  at  a 
very  early  age,  and  consequently  become  very  adept 
in  the  art.  000000000 


gg|Jig|§l||fHE  chief  centres  of  the  industry  — in  both 

Asia  Minor  and  Persia— are  in  the  high¬ 
land  districts,  where  the  climatic  and  other 
conditions  are  so  favourable  to  the 
production  of  good  wool.  000000 


T  is  to  these 
natural  condh 
tions,  together 
with  thelinborn 
le  weavers,  that 
we  may  attribute  the  secret 
of  the  charm  attached  to 
Oriental  Carpets  and  Rugs 
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O.  C.  M.  Showroom,  9  Warwick  Square. 


of  all  ages  0  To  quote  the  words  of  Mr*  Mumford 
in  his  interesting  work  on  u  Oriental  Rugs  ft  :  0  0 

“  Year  after  year,  through  the  intervening 
“  centuries,  spinners  have  spun  and  dyers  have 
“  mixed  their  dyes,  and  weavers  have  laboured 
u  patient  at  the  loom  in  many  lands  0  The 
u  iron  age  has  contrived  machinery  to  do  the 
“  work  of  myriad  fingers,  and  designers,  the 
“  best  the  schools  of  two  continents  could 
“furnish,  have  fed  gorgeous  patterns  to  the 
“  flying  wheels,  in  hope  to  conquer  the  judgment 
“  and  favor  of  the  world  0  And  still  the 
“  dusky  weavers  are  knotting  before  their  rude 
“  frames  the  most  splendid  fabrics  on  the 
“  globe,  and  the  Occident,  coin  in  hand, 
“  waits  upon  their  weaving/'  0000 


A  bit  of  Old  Isparta. 
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HE  following  coloured  prints  illustrate  various 
makes  of  Oriental  Carpets  and  Rugst  & 
antique  and  modernt  which  have  been  or 
still  are  in  the  possession  of  The  Oriental 
Carpet  Manufacturers,  Ltd*,  of  London,  many  of 
which  are  the  products  of  their  own  looms  in  the 
East* 
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No.  1. 


NTIQUE  Persian  0 
Rug,  measuring  0 
I  Oft.  8in.  X5ft.  0 
This  is  a  specimen 
of  the  1 6th  Century t  and  was 
probably  made  at  Ispahan*  0 
The  richness  and  variety  of 
the  colours  is  considerable*  0  It 
contains  160  knots  to  the 
square  inch*  &  @  @ 
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No.  2. 


ERSIAN  Rug,  *  # 
6ft.  4in.  X  4ft.  2in., 
made  at  Kirman, 
containing  196  0 

knots  to  the  square  inch.  0  It 
represents  carpets  of  similar  0 
colouring  made  at  the  same 
place  to-day.  0000 


■ 


" 


I 


•  ■  •  ■  . • 


, 


' 

•  ■  •  '  r  ,•  ■■  . ■  ■-  '  • 


No*  3. 


ERSIAN  Rugt  0  0 
5ft.  1 1  in.  X4ft.  3in., 
made  at  Tabriz,  0 

containing  210  0 

knots  to  the  square  inch.  0  0 

Carpets  of  similar  make  are  also 
being  woven  to-day  in  a  variety 
of  colours  and  designs,  0  0 
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No.  4. 


NTIQUE  Yhiordes 
(Asia  Minor)  Rug, 
6ft.  8in.  X  4ft.  0  0 
It  contains  160  0 

knots  to  the  square  inch,  and  is 
woven  of  wool  and  cotton,  a 
peculiarity  of  this  old  make.  0 
One  of  the  most  highly  prized 
by  collectors.  0000 
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No.  5. 


Yhiordes 
(Asia  Minor)  Rug, 
6ft.  X  4ft.  4in.  0  0 
Made  of  wool  and 
cotton,  and  containing  1 60  knots 
to  the  square  inch.  It  is  ^  0 

considered  one  of  the  rarest  0 
specimens  existing  of  this  town, 
and  of  unusual  colour.  0  0 
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NTIQUE  Ladik  #  0 
(Asia  Minor)  Rug, 
6ft.  8in.  X  3ft.  7in., 
containing  108  0 

knots  to  the  square  inch.  0  A 
rare  effect  of  colour,  and  0  0 
emblematic  in  design  of  the  lily. 
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No,  7. 


NTIQUE  Koula 
(Asia  Minor)  Rug, 
6ft.  X  4ft.  3in.,  0 
containing  90  knots 
to  the  square  inch. 
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URKEY  Carpet,  0  0 
made  at  Ouchak  0 
(Asia  Minor)t  by  0 
The  Oriental  Carpet 
Manufacturers,  Ltd*  It  contains 
20  knots  to  the  square  inch*  0  It 
is  made  of  thick  spun  yarn,  and 
is  very  durable*  0  In  similar  0 
make  an  infinite  variety  of  0  0 

designs  are  made  in  any  size* 


'  ■ 
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No.  9. 


URKEY  Carpet,  0  0 
made  at  Ouchak  0 
(Asia  Minor)  by  0 
The  Oriental  Carpet 
Manufacturers,  Ltd.,  containing 
36  knots  to  the  square  inch.  0 
This  illustrates  a  make  in  which 
a  large  number  of  designs  are 
woven  in  all  kinds  of  colours, 
and  carpets  can  be  made  any  size. 


No.  JO. 


URKEY  (Asia  Minor) 
Carpet,  made  at  0 
Isbarta  by  The  0 
Oriental  Carpet  0 
Manufacturers,  Ltd.  This  make 
contains  48  knots  to  the  square 
inch,  and  is  adaptable  for  very 
intricate  designs.  It  is  most  0 
suitable  for  drawing-rooms,  and 
can  be  made  in  any  shade,  0 
however  delicatet  and  any  size* 
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URKEY  (Asia  Minor) 
Carpet,  made  at  0 
Demirdjik  by  0  0 
The  Oriental  Carpet 
Manufacturers,  Ltd.  It  contains 
49  knots  to  the  square  inch,  and 
is  made  of  a  hard  spun  wool 
which  is  not  only  effective  in  the 
variety  of  shades  it  partakes  of, 
but  has  great  resistance  in  wear. 

It  is  particularly  suitable  for  rich 
colours.  All  sizes  can  be  made. 
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No.  12. 


URKEY  (Asia  Minor) 
Carpet,  made  at  0 
Sivas  by  The  0 
Oriental  Carpet  0 
Manufacturers,  Ltd.,  containing 
272  knots  to  the  square  inch, 
and  claims  to  be  the  finest  of  all 
modern  weaves.  It  is  adaptable 
to  the  most  intricate  designs,  0 
and  capable  of  reproducing  the 
best  examples.  All  sizes  can  be 
made.  000000 
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No.  13. 


NDIAN  Carpet,  0 
made  at  Amritzar. 
It  contains  64  knots 
to  the  square  inch, 
and  can  be  made  in  a  variety  of 
designs  and  colours.  0  All  sizes 
can  be  made. 
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No,  14. 

NDIAN  Carpet,  made 
at  Mirzapore,  by  0 
The  Oriental  Carpet 
Manufacturers,  Ltd. 
It  contains  40  knots  to  the  square 
inch  and  represents  a  most  popular 
and  cheap  class  of  carpet,  suitable 
for  all  places.  0  In  this  make 
there  is  an  enormous  quantity  of 
designs.  All  sizes  can  be  made. 
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